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JEWELRY HOLDER WTIH AT LEAST TWO 
MOVABLE AND INTERCHANGEABLB STANDS 

Hie piesent application is a continuation-in-pait of U.S. Serial 
No. 08/665,734 filed June 14, 1996, pending. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a jewelry holder with at least two 
movable and interchangeable stands. While several different kinds of jewelry 
holders are known, there is a need for a jewelry holder that is simple to manufacture 
yet provides easy access to the jewelry. 

One type of jewelry holder is in the form of a container with 
relatively high side and back walls and a top that is hinged to the back wall to 
permit access into the container. Earring stands are fixed to die bottom of the 
container. A particular problem with this type of earring holder is tiiat it is very 
difficult to insert and remove the jewelry from the stands because the side walls and 
hinged top limit the amount of space avdlable. 

To solve that problem, it has been proposed to provide an earring 
rack on a base. The rack has legs that fit within holes provided in the base. A 
particular disadvantage to this type of jewelry holder is that the stand, if removed 
from the base, cannot be placed on a table, dresser top, or similar horizontal surface 
without falling over. 

Yet another type of jewelry holder proposes racks that slide into a 
box-like container having a single open side. Again, a problem with tiiis type of 
jewehy holder is that because the racks are designed as an integral part of the box- 
like container when the racks are removed from the container, the rack cannot be 
placed on a horizontal surface without falling over. In addition, because there is 
only one open side, access to the jewehy is difficult. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to a first aspect of the invention there is provided a jeweliy 
holder having a first base having a first groove and a second groove, a first stand 
and a second stand ranovably located on the base. The first and second stands have 
a bottom member that is sUdably receivable in either the first groove or the second 
groove and the bottom mraiber is configured to allow the fiirst and second stands to 
be self-suppoiting when removed fiom the base. 

According to a second ssped of the invention there is provided a jewelry 
holder having a box, a first stand and second stand. The box has a top spaced fiom 
a bottom, the top having at least a first and a second groove to slidably receive a 
first and a second stand, a first side wall opposite and spaced from a second side 
wall, and a fiont opposite and spaced fiom a rear wall such that the rear wall is 
substantially noimal to the first and second side walls and the front defines an 
opening to sUdably receive a drawer. The first and second stands are removably 
located on the base. The first and second stands have a bottom member that is 
slidably receivable in either the first grcx)ve or the second groove and is configured 
to allow the first and second stands to be self-supporting when removed from the 
base. 

According to a third aspect of the invention there is provided a ring holder 
having a platform and a plurality of mounds integrally formed on the platform. The 
plurality of mounds have a shape that allow rings to be mounted theieon. 

According to a fourth aspect of the invention there is provided a jewelry 
holder having a first box, a drawer and a ring holder. The first box has a top 
spaced from a bottom, a first side wall opposite and spaced from a second side wall, 
and a front opposite and spaced from a rear wall such that the rear wall is 
substantially normal to the first and second side walls and the ftont defines an 
opening to slidably receive a drawer. The drawer is sUdably received in the opening 
of the box. The ring holder has a platform and a plurality of mounds integrally 
formed on the platform. The plurality of mounds have a shape that allows rings to 
be mounted thereon. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the pieferred embcxiiment of the 
jewelry holder with at least one movable stand of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a front view of a stand that has been removed from the 
base of the jewelry holder of FIG, 1 . 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the stand shown in 
HG. 2 taken along line 3-3. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of tiie base of die jewelry holder of 
FIG. 1 with each of the stands r^oved and the drawer partially open. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of an alternative wnbodiment of the 
base, wherein the base is in the form of a slab. 

Figure 6 is a front view of an alternative embodiment of a stand that 
may be used on a base having a plurality of dqjressions as well as on the base 
shown in HGS. 2 and 5. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of another preferred embodiment of a 
jewelry holder with a stackable base, a bracelet tree and a necklace tree. 

Figure 8 is a bottom view of the first base shown in Figure 7. 

Figure 9 is a side view of a second base shown in Figure 7 according 
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 10 is a front view of the bracelet tree shown in Figure 7. 

Figure 1 1 is a front view of the necklace tree shown in Figure 7. 

Figure 12 is a side view of a necklace tree shown in Figure 7. 

Figure 13 is a front view of a ring holder platform according to a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 14 is a top view of the ring holder platform shown in 

Figure 13. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
AND PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment, the jewelry holder with 
at least one movable stand 10 includes a base 20 and at least one stand 50. The 
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stand has at least one crosspiece 56 with at least one aperture 58 that can slidably 
receive a post or stem of an earring. In addition, the stand 50 can be removed from 
the base 20 to pennit the earrings to be easily viewed and accessed. 

Referring now to HGS. 1-4, the most preferred embodiment of the 
present invention is shown. IXiming to FIGS. 1 and 4, the jewehy holder 10 
includes a base 20 in the fonn of an open box having a top 22 opposite and spaced 
from a bottom 24, a first side 26 joining the top and bottom and a second side 28 
opposite the first side and also joining the top and bottom. Hie box also includes an 
open front 30 and a rear 32 opposite the front and substantially normal to the first 
and second sides and joining the top with the bottom. In this most preferred 
embodiment, the open front slidably receives a drawer 40 which can be used to 
store jeweliy and other objects. 

In an alternative embodiment as best seen in HQ. 5, the base 120 is 
in the form of a slab having a top 122 and a bottom 124, a first side 126 and a 
second side 128 opposite the first side, and a front 130 and a rear 132 opposite the 
front and substantially normal to the first and second sides. 

The base (20, 120) receives at least one stand 50 and, preferably a 
plurality of stands. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4, it can be seen tiiat the base includes 
at least one and, preferably a plurality of spaced apart grooves 34 that are sized to 
slidably receive a stand 50. The grooves 34 may slidably receive a stand 50 in 
either of two directions: from the side or from the top. The grooves 34 may extend 
at least a portion from either the first or second side to the opposite side. 
Alternatively, the grooves may extend at least a portion from either the front or the 
rear to the opposite end. Where more than one gnx)ve is provided, they are 
oriented parallel to each other. The grooves may be provided in any suitable 
manner and, as shown in FIG. 4 may be provided by orienting ridges 36 in a spaced 
apart fashion parallel to each other. 

As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, each stand 50 includes a pair of 
spaced apart supports 52 connected by at least one and preferably by a plurality of 
crosspieces 56. In a preferred embodiment each crosspiece 56 has at least one and 
preferably a plurality of apertures 58 having a size suitable to receive a post or stem 
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of an eaning. Clq)-on type earring of course can be clipped directly on the 
crosspiece. In this way an eaixing can be easily stored on the crosspiece 56. In the 
most prefened embodiment, each stand 50 includes a plurality of spaced apart 
parallel crosspieces 56 that are horizontally oriented to connect the supports. In the 
most preferred embodiment, each crosspiece 56 includes a plurality of spaced apart 
apertures 58 so that a number of earrings may be stored on each stand. 
Alternatively the crosspiece 56 need not have apertures in which case only clip-on 
type eaning could be mounted on the crosspiece. 

To permit simple and easy viewing access to stored earrings, the 
stands 50 arc provided with a base 54 that is shaped and sized to permit slidable 
rwnoval from the base 20 and, in particular, slidable removal from the grooves 36. 
In this way, when it is desired to store one or more earrings or to view and remove 
one or more earrings, the stand 50 may. be slidably removed from the base (20, 
120). The stand 50, when removed from the base (20, 120), is self-supporting. 
The stand 50 may be slidably removed in either of two directions: from the top or 
from the side. As shown in FIG. 2, the base 54 of the stand 50 may extend from 
one support 52 to the other and thus provide a more stable stnicturc for the stand, 
e:5)ecially when the stand is removed from the base (20, 120). Alternatively, as 
best seen in FIG. 6, the base 154 of the stand may simply be provided at the foot of 
each support. When the base 154 of the stand is provided in this manner G e, as 
shown in FIG. 6) it will be understood by one of skill in the art that the stand may 
be easily slidably located and removed from either of the bases as shown in FIGS. 4 
and 5, as well as on a base wherein the top of the base has a plurality of dq)ressions 
in a shape complementary to the shape of the base 154 so that the stand may be 
slidably positioned within the depressions. 

In another embodiment, the base may be as shown in FIG. 5. In this 
embodiment, the base 120 is not in the form of a box with an open front but rather 
has a slab configuration. In yet another embodiment, the top of the base may have 
several grooves in the fonn of dq)ressions wherein each depression can receive a 
complementary shaped base provided on the bottom of each support. 
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FIG. 3 is a cross-secdonal view of a portion of the stand shown in 
REG. 2 taken along line 3-3. FIG. 3 shows the dimension of an aperture formed in 
the cmsspiece of the stand. 

In a preferred embodiment, the stands and base arc formed of a 
plastic, acrylic resin or a plastic consisting essentially of polymerized methyl 
methacrylale such as LUcnii''^ or polystyrene. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of another preferred embodiment of a 
jewelry holder with a stackable base, a bracelet tree and a necklace tree. The 
jewelry holder 102 includes a first base 20 and a second base 100 stackable 
underneath the first base 26. The first base 20 has grooves 34 as described in parent 
appUcation Serial No. 08/665,734, filed June 14, 1996. 

In addition to the earring stand 50 there is also provided a bracelet 
tree 200 and a necklace tree 300. Like the earring stand 50 the bracelet tree 200 
and necklace tree 300 are slidably received in the same grooves 34 formed on the 
top surface of the base 20 as receives the earring stand 50. In a preferred 
embodiment the necklace tree 300 is positioned in the back most groove 34 on the 
base 20 and preferably is slightly tilted so tiiat a longer necklace 302 can freely hang 
from the necklace tree 300 without touching the top surface of the base 20. Because 
die earring stand 50, bracelet tree 200 and necklace tree 300 are all slidably received 
in the grooves 34 they can be positioned in any groove 34 located on the top surface 
of the base 20. Thus tiiese arrangements on the top surface of the base 20 can be 
varied and selected by the user. Also, because the earring stand 50, bracelet tree 
200 and necklace tree 300 are interchangeable, the jewehy holder can be customized 
to a user's requirements by allowing the user to select how many earring stands 50, 
bracelet trees 200 and/or necklace trees 300 the user needs. So some user might 
need two earring stands 50, one bracelet tree 200 and two necklace trws 300, for 
example, while another user might select all earring stands 50. Of cour^ a 
multitude of other options are available. In addition the top surface of the base 20 
may have more or less grooves 34 than the particular embodiment illustrated. 

Figure 8 is a bottom view of die first base 20 shown in Figure 7. 
On the bottom surface 102 of the base 20 are preferably four mounting pegs 104 
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which in a preferred embodiment arc short cylindrical-like legs. Figure 9 is a side 
view of the second base 100 shown in Figure? according to a preferred 
embodimMt of the present invention. The second base 100 preferably also have 
four mounting pegs 106 on its underside and accommodates a drawer 107. Unlike 
the top surface of the first base 20, however, the top surface of the second base 100 
does not have grooves for slidably receivmg a plurality of stands. Instead, in a 
preferred embodiment depressions 108 are formed in the top surface of the second 
base 100, The depressions 108 arc complementary in shape to the mounting pegs 
104 on the underside of the first base 20 and are positioned to coincide with the 
mounting pegs 104 of the first base 20 when the first base 20 is mounted on the 
second base 100. Thus the first base 20 can be stacked on top of the second base 
100 and the combination of the mounting pegs 104 on die bottom surface of the first 
base 20 and the depressions 108 on the top surface of the second base 100 keqp the 
first base 20 from sliding off the second base 100. Alternatively, other features may 
be provided on the underside of die first base 20 and the top surface of the second 
base 100 to aUow die two to be stacked togedier, such as slots and grx)oves, for 
example. 

Alternatively, a base in the form of a slab (such as base 120 in 
Figure 5 of die parent application U. S. Serial No. 08/665,734 referred to above) 
may be provided widi mounting pegs on its underside so diat it can be mounted on a 
second base 100 if desired. 

It will be appreciated tiiat while only two bases arc illustrated, the 
present invention is not limited to such an embodiment and more bases may be 
stacked underneath the second base 100. 

Figure 10 is a front view of the bracelet tree 200 shown in Figure 7. 
The bracelet tree 200 has a bottom member 202 tiiat is slidably received in a 
groove 34 on the base 20 shown in Figure 7. The bottom member 202 allows the 
bracelet tree 200 to be self-standing when removed from die base. The bracelet tree 
200 has a T-shaped member 204 witii a central, vertical trunk 206 and a cross bar 
208 at the end of die trunk 206 on which bracelets can be mounted as shown. The 
cross bar 208 of die T-shaped member 204 may be cylindrical, as shown, or 
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alternatively it may have a crescent moon shape or any other shape onto which 
bracelets may be mounted. In a preferred embodiment the bracelet tree 200 is 
formed as an integral unit. 

Figure 11 is a front view of the necklace tree 300 shown in Figure 7. 
The necklace tree 300 is ahnost the same as the bracelet tree 200 shown in 
Figure 10 excq)t that its central, vertical trunk 306 is longer in length to 
accommodate the length of necklaces. In another preferred embodiment the trunk 
306 may be tilted as shown in the side view shown in Figure 12 so that when the 
necklace tree 300 is positioned at the back of the base, necklaces can hang fteely 
without intafering with the top surface of the base as shown m Figure 7. 

In a preferred embodiment die necklace tree 300 and the bracelet 
tree 200 are formed of a plastic, acrylic resin or a plastic consisting essentially of 
polymerized methyl raethacrylate such as LUCITE™ or polystyrene. 

Figure 13 is a front view of a ring holder platform 400 according to 
a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Figure 14 is a top view of the 
ring holder platfonn 400 shown in Figure 13. The ring holder platform 400 
includes a substantially flat platfonn 402 on which are formed a plurality of 
mounds 404 that are preferably conical-like in shape. The mounds 404 are shaped 
to allow at least one ring to be mounted thereon as shown in Figure 13. In a 
preferred embodiment four rows and four columns of mounds 404 are provided in a 
symmetrical feshion although other configurations are possible. 

In a preferred embodiment, the platform 400 is rectangular in shape 
and has a length 1 of about 6 and 5/8* inches and a width w of about 6 and Vi 
inches. The platfomi 400 is preferably about V4 inch in thickness and the height h 
of the mounds is about 1 and 1/8* inches from the top surface of the platfonn. The 
diameter d of the top of each mound 404 is about 7/16^' inches and the diameter 
of tile bottom widest portion of the mound 404 is preferably about 7/8'*' inches. The 
mounds 404 are preferably separated from hnmediately adjacent mounds by a 
distance s of about 1 and 5/8* inches measured from the centers of flie mounds 404. 
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In a prcfemed embodimOTt the ring holder platform 400 is foimed of 
a molded plastic covered by a flock material. The ring holder platform can be 
inserted in a drawer of either the first or second bases shown in Figure 7. 

In another embodiment a plurality of stackable bases may be 
provided without any of the top surfaces of the bases having grooves to 
accommodate an earring stand, bracelet tree or necklace tiee but instead may have at 
least one ring holder platform insetted in one of the drawers of a base. 

It should be understood that a wide range of changes and 
modifications can be made to the embodiments described above. It is therefore 
intended that tiie foregoing description illustrates rather than limits Uiis invention, 
and tiiat it is the following claims, including all equivalents, which define this 
invention. 
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WHATTSriATMRn- 

1. A jewelry holder comprising: 

a first base having a first groove and a second groove; 

a first stand removably located on the base wherein the first stand has a 
bottom member that is slidably receivable in either the first groove or the second 
groove and wherdn the bottom member is configured to allow the first stand to be 
self-suppozting when removed from the base; and 

a second stand removably located on the base wherein the second stand has a 
bottom member that is slidably receivable in either the first groove or the second 
groove and wherein the bottom member is configured to allow the second stand to 
be self-suppoiting when removed ftom the base. 

2. A jewelry holder according to claim 1 wherein the first stand has a "T" 
shaped member mounted on the bottom member. 

3. A jewelry holder accordmg to claim 2 wherem the T-shaped member has a 
height that is sufficient to hold at least one bracelet. 

4. A jewelry holder according to claim 2 wherein the T-shaped member has a 
height that is sufficient to hold at least one necklace. 

5. A jewelry holder according to claim 2 wherein the second stand has a pair of 
spaced apart vertical supports joined by at least one crosspiece wherein earrings can 
be mounted on the crosspiece. 

6. A jeweky holder according to claim 5 wherein the at least one crosspiece 
has at least a pair of ^rtures for holding pierced-type earrings. 

7. A jeweUy holder according to claim 1 wherein the first base is a box that 
includes a top spaced from a bottom, a first side wall opposite and spaced from a 
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second side wall each of the first and second side walls joining the top and bottom, 
and a fiorit opposite and spaced from a rear wall sudi that the rear wall is 
substantially normal to the first and second side walls and the front defines an 
opening to slidably receive a drawer. 

8. A jewelry holder according to claim 7 further comprising a second base 
stackable underneath the first base wherein the second base is a box that includes a 
top spaced from a bottom, a first side wall opposite and spaced fix)m a second side 
wall each of the first and second side walls joining the top and bottom, and a fiont 
opposite and spaced from a rear wall such that the rear wall is substantially normal 
to the first and second side walls and the firant defines an opening to slidably receive 
a drawer. 

9. A jeweliy holder according to claim 7 further comprising 

a drawer slidably receivable in the opening of the first base; and 
a platform insertable in the drawer wherein the platform has a plurality of 
mounds for holding rings thereon. 

10. A jewelry holder according to claim 1 further comprising a third groove m 
the base and a third stand ranovably located on the base wherein the third stand has 
a bottom member diat is slidably receivable in either the first, second or third 
groove and wherein the bottom member is configured to allow the third stand to be 
self-supporting when removed from the base. 

11. A jewehy holder according to claim 9 wherein the plurality of mounds are 
symmetrically arranged on the platform. 

12. A jewelry holder according to claim 9 wherein the platform and plurality of 
mounds are formed of a molded plastic. 
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13 . A jeweliy holder comprising: 

a. a box having 

i. a top spaced from a bottom, the top having at least a first and 
a second groove to slidably receive a first and a second stand; 

ii. a first side wall qpposite and spaced from a second side wall; 

and 

iii. a front opposite and spaced from a rear wall such that the 
rear wall is substantially noimal to the first and second side walls and the front 
defines an opening to slidably leceive a drawer; and 

b. a first stand removably located on the base wherein the first stand 
has a bottom member that is slidably receivable m either the first groove or the 
second groove and wherein the bottom member is configured to allow the first stand 
to be self-supporting when removed from the base; and 

c. a second stand removably located on the base wherein the second 
stand has a bottom member that is slidably receivable in either the first groove or 
the second groove and wherein the bottom member is configured to allow the 
second stand to be self-supporting when removed from the base. 

14. A jewehy holder according to claim 13 wherein the first stand has a "T" 
shaped member mounted on tlie bottom member. 

15. A jewelry holder according to claim 14 wherein the T-shaped member has a 
height that is sufficient to hold at least one bracelet. 

16. A jewelry holder according to claim 14 wherein the T-shaped member has a 
height that is sufficient to hold at least one necklace. 

17. A jewehy holder according to claim 14 wherein the second stand has a pair 
of spaced apart vertical supports joined by at least one crosspiece wherein earrings 
can be mounted on the crosspiece. 



wo 99/00005 



PCTA;S98/13495 



-IS- 
IS. A jewelry holder according to claim 17 wherein the at least one crosspiece 
has at least a pair of apertures for holding pierced-type eanings. 

19. A jewelry holder according to claim 13 further comprising a second base 
stackable underneath the first base wherein the second base is a box that includes a 
top ^ced from a bottom, a first side wall opposite and spaced from a second side 
wall each of the first and second side walls joining the top and bottom, and a front 
opposite and spaced ficom a rear wall such that the rear waU is substantially normal 
to the first and second side walls and the front defines an opening to slidably receive 
a drawer. 

20. A jewelry holder according to claim 13 further comprising 

a drawer slidably receivable in the opening of the first base; and 
a platform insertable in the drawer wherein the platform has a plurality of 
mounds for holding rings thereon. 

21 . A jewehy holder according to claim 13 further comprising a third groove in 
the base and a third stand removably located on the base wherein the third stand has 
a bottom member that is slidably receivable in either the first, second or third 
groove and wherein the bottom member is configured to allow the third stand to be 
self-suppordng when removed from the base. 

22. A jewelry holder according to claim 20 wherein the plurality of mounds are 
symmetrically arranged on the platform. 

23. A jewehy holder according to claim 20 wherein the platfom and plurality of 
mounds are formed of a molded plastic. 



24. A ring holder comprising: 
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a platfoim; and 

a plurality of mounds integrally fomed on the platform wherein the plurality 
of mounds have a shape that allow rings to be mounted thereon. 

25. A jewelry holder comprising: 
a first box having 

i. a top spaced from a bottom, 

ii. a first side wall p[^site and spaced from a second side wall; and 

iii. a front opposite and spaced from a rear wall such that the rear wall is 
substantially normal to the first and second side walls and the front defines an 
opening to slidably receive a drawer; 

a drawer slidably received in the opening of the box; and 
a ring holder having 

i. a platform, and 

ii. a plurality of mounds integrally formed on the platform wherein the 
plurality of mounds have a shape that allows rings to be mounted thereon. 

26. A jewelry holder according to claim 25 further comprising a second box 
stackable underneath the first box. 
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